July/August 2012

Small Categories Series

Angels

A few collectors, at least, collect Angels as a category. The topic certainly has a long pedigree. Angels
are traditionally believed to be supernatural beings who act as mediators between man and god. The origin
of angels in history is quite complicated to figure out, due to angels or similar spirit beings being found
within many cultures around the globe.

Angels are found within three key religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Yet, angels, or divine
helpers, were also found within Sumerian, Babylonian, Persian, Egyptian and Greek writings, as well, and
played a major influence upon the ideas regarding angels within the key religions themselves. For
example, it is well known that ancient Sumerian texts pre-dated the Hebrew book of Genesis, including the
idea of the existence of angels. The Hebrew beliefs regarding angels were similarly shared with
Christianity, and both Judaism's and Christianity's teachings of angels inspired the Islam beliefs concerning
angels.

Called different names, benevolent spirit beings quite similar to angels can also be found within other
religions, mythologies, and lore. Hinduism has avatars, Buddhism has devas and bodhisattvas, the Greeks
wrote about daemons, and other spirit beings similar to angels, such as guardian spirits and spirit guides,
have been taught by tribal cultures. All of these have similar function as helpful spirit messengers, or
angels.

Cheryl Crill, CA, reported having 221 Angel covers as of April 2005, so they’re out there!
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